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WaB DEPABTMENt', 

Office of the Chief of Staff, 
Washington, November 10, 1913. 

The following tentative system of Cavalry Drill Regulations 
is approved and herewith published for the information and 
government of the Regular Army and the Organized Militia 
of the United States. 

These regulations were prepared for the purpose of testing, 
before final determination upon the drill, certain methods of 
mounted action with which our service was unfamiliar. The 
subject of dismounted action was not elaborated, as it was 
felt that on this point our experience and practice were ample. 

The dismounted action and the principles of combat are 
treated in the different schools only to the extent necessary 
to indicate the functions of the various commanders and the 
division of responsibility between them. The amplification 
necessary to a proper understanding of their application will 
be made in a subsequent section. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

Leonard Wood, 
Major General, Chief of Staff. 
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WAB DEPABTMENt, 

OrriCE OF THE Chief of Staff, 
Washington^ Novanhcr 10, 1913. 

The following tentative system of Cavalry Drill Regulations 
is approved and herewith published for the information and 
government of the Regular Army and the Organized Militia 
of the United States. 

These regulations were prepared for the purpose of testing, 
before final determination upon the drill, certain methods of 
mounted action with which our service was unfamiliar. The 
subject of dismounted action was not elaborated, as it was 
felt that on this point our experience and practice were ample. 

The dismounted action and the principles of combat are 
treated in the different schools only to the extent necessary 
to indicate the functions of the various commanders and the 
division of responsibility between them. The amplification 
necessary to a proper understanding of their application will 
be made in a subsequent section. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

Leonabd Wood, 
Major General, Chief of maff. 
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TENTATIVE CAVALRY DRILL REGULA- 
TIONS. 



DEFINITIONS. 

A body of troops in formation is composed of ranks and 
files. A rank is composed of two or more troopers side by side. 
A fi/e IS composed of two troopers one behind the other ; a file 
is iTlank when there is no trooper in the rear rank. 

A file leader is a trooper of the front rank, relatively to the 
one who is placed behind him in the second rank. 

A Hie closer is an officer or noncommissioned officer, placed 
out of ranks, whose duty it is to supervise the men in ranks 
and to see that the orders of the commander are carried out. 
For convenience, this term is applied to any man posted in 
the line of file closers. 

Flank. — The right or left of a command in line or column ; 
also the element on the right or left of a line. 

In speaking of the enemy the terms right and left are used 
to designate the elements that would be so designated by him. 

Wing. — ^The half of a regiment or larger body. Wings are 
termed " right " and " left " when in line, and " leading" and 
" rear " when In column or echelon. 

Center. — ^The middle point or element of a command. 

Interval. — ^The lateral space between men or units. 

Distance. — ^The space between men or bodies of troops from 
front to rear. Distance is measured: Mounted, from the 
croups of the rear rank horses of a fraction to the heads of 
the front rank horses of the following fractions; dismounted, 
from the backs of the rear rank troopers of a fraction to the 
breasts of the front rank troopers of the following fraction. 

Depth. — The space included between the head and rear of 
a column, including the leading and rear elements. 

Alignment. — The placing of several troopers or of several 

commands on the same straight line. 
Line. — The formation In which the elements of a command 

are deployed and placed side by side. 
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6 CAVALBY DRILL REGULATIONS. 

Column. — The formation in which the elements of a com- 
mand are placed one behind the other. A platoon column is a 
platoon in column of squads. A squadron column is a squadron 
in column of platoons. 

Double column.—'The formation of the regiment in which the 
squadrons of each wing are one behind the other in column of 
platoons, the two columns separated by an interval of six 
yards. 

Evolutions. — ^Movements by which a command changes its 
position or passes from one formation to another. 

Format/on. — The regular placing of all the fractions of a 
command in line, column, or echelon. 

Deployment. — ^An evolution in which the command extends its 
front, as in forming line from column. 

Ployment. — ^An evolution in which the command diminishes 
its front, as in passing from line to column. 

Rally. — The rapid grouping behind the chief, of the ele- 
ments of a command, whatever may have been their previous 
situation and formation. 

The object of the rally is to reestablish cohesion with a 
view to immediate action, or to form line in a new direction 
where the regular method of forming line would be slow or 
difficult. 

It is executed in the order of arrival of the elements of the 
command without regard to their normal order. The forma- 
tion in which each unit is rallied is fixed in the drill instruc- 
tions for that unit. 

Assembly. — The regular grouping, in normal order, behind 
the chief, of the dispersed elements of a command, whatever 
may have been their previous situation and formation. The 
object of the assembly is to place the command In regiilar 
formation without any preliminary evolution. 

The formation which each unit takes in assembling is fixed 
in the drill instructions for that unit 

Foragers. — Mounted troopers of a command dispersed on a 

line. 

Scouts. — ^Troopers detached from their commands, operating 
alone or in small groups, with a definite mission. 

Skirmishers. — ^Dismounted troopers dispersed on a line for 
fire action. 

Defensive flank or flank guard. — ^An element of a command 
disposed with a view to protecting a wing or flank. 
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Offensive Hank or flank attack. — ^An element of a command 
detached to threaten or attack the enemy's flank. 

Disposition. — ^The division of an organization into frac- 
tions or elements, each having a rCle assigned it, and not re- 
stricted to fixed intervals or distances. 

Echelons. — The elements of a command placed one in rear 
of another, extending beyond and unmasking one another in 
whole or in part. They are part of the same formation and 
operate with a single object in view. 

Driil. — The exercises and evolutions taught on the drill 
ground. 

Tactical exercises. — Operations against an outlined or repre- 
sented enemy who is limited to fixed directions or move- 
ments. 

Maneuvers. — Operations against an outlined or real force 
under a separate commander, who, within the limits of the 
scheme, is free to adopt any formations and make any move- 
ments he chooses. 

Directing unit. — ^The unit on which the direction, pace, and 
alignment, or relative positions of the several parts of a forma- 
tion depend. 

Dress. — The act of taking a correct alignment. 

Horse length. — A term of measurement (8 feet). 

Gait.'-^ne of the special forms of movement of the horse, 
as the walk, the trot, the gallop. 

Pace. — The rate oi speed of the gait 



GENERAL FBINCIPLES. 

A. Except as otherwise specifically stated in tliese Teff(^S^ 
tions, all bodies of troops are formed in double rank. ■ ""' 

B. The elements of all commands larger than a sqiijuli 



are echeloned when in line to preserve flexibility, avoid ^...i^ ^ 
ing, and eliminate the difficulty of maintaining an aligning. ^ 
in long fronts. ^^** 




C. Line is formed on the chief, who, as a rule, will in<li ■ j 
the objective before forming line. "^ '*^t 

The directing unit (base unit) follows the chief and b^^^** 
the base of the formation. 

In forming line from column in an oblique direct i.»' 
chief causes the head of the column to march in uUn^i 
direction before ordering the deployment. 

D. The chief is the leader of his unit. He maroho*.* ^ 
direction and at the gait desired. He is f()Ilowt^<l :■ 
directing unit upon which the other units of the s: : .^ 
regulate. In column and in echelon the directing unit ' 
at the head. In line it is the center or right (.'<m - 
unless otherwise indicated by the chief. 

The chief may leave the guidance of the directing wii 
subordinate and so become free in his movements. 

B. In movements from the halty or when marclniiff' i 

walk, if the gait be not specified in the command tlv* 
ing unit takes or maintains the walk, 

F. Line is formed to the front from column by 
the gait of the rear elements without command or ^' 
eating a gait for them. The head of the column pro^^iT 
gait of the march. When the formation must bt* hv.ji 
executed in a restricted space, the leader diminisheSj 
or gait of the leading element or halts it, accord! 
object in view. 

G. Column is formed from line on the directing "^yLg^ 
gait of march or at the gait ordered. The other unltS^^ 
maintain the slower gait or halt until they can tnl.r 
place in column. 

H. In all other movements, if the units have equal 
to go, they move at the gait of the march or at that 
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•■Ml NT. 

:• I. ;ii I he comniand: 1. PRE- 

M .. iii..,t' i\»r\vard one horse length 

.'..'-. io mount; 2. MOUNT, troopers 

' .> move up into phices; the 

., £ TO DISMOUNT, the lender 

. . •■ ;•• liorse l(Mmth: Nos. 2 and 

. ; '1. DISMOUNT, all dismount 

♦''Hir ranks may be formed in 
/ Ri\NK. Nos. 2 and 4 align 

■luting in single rank the same 



•s. 



'\ tlio center and flank nonconi- 

-•i\('s on a line one horse length 

'.'blish the line upon which the 

ips liL,'litly toward the center, 

4 left to see that they are on 

r.Mst. 

.'ii<^'(> themselves exactly in rear 

le h(^rse length. They dress upon 

scribed for the front rank. At 

' ir ceases, and eyes are fixed to 

1) (LOSE RANKS. 

lanlvs: 1. Open ranks, 2. MARCH. 

'.K' rear rank reins back to two 

lank, each trooper being careful 

's front-rank man. The leader 

'iLTfh and faces his platoon. The 

horse lengths from the rear rank. 

. At the command: MARCH, the 

s(» length, and the leader and the 

■ u-es. 
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Wab DepabtmenI?, 
Office of the Chief of Staff, 
Washington, November 10, 1913. 

The following tentative system of Cavalry Drill Regulations 
is approved and herewith published for the information and 
government of the Regular Army and the Organized Militia 
of the United States. 

These regulations were prepared for the purpose of testing, 
before final determination upon the drill, certain methods of 
mounted action with which our service was unfamiliar. The 
subject of dismounted action was not elaborated, as it was 
felt that on this point our experience and practice were ample. 

The dismounted action and the principles of combat are 
treated in the different schools only to the extent necessary 
to indicate the functions of the various commanders and the 
division of responsibility between them. The amplification 
necessary to a proper understanding of their application will 
be made in a subsequent section. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

Leonabd Wood, 
Major General, Chief of Utaff. 
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forward, tbe leader taking positi(»i one horse length in front 
of it The other squads follow in succession by the shortest 
route as soon as they have the necessary space, each taking Its 
place in rear of the preceding squad. Under supervision of 
the squad leader, each four aligns itself on the left trooper. 
The file closer takes position 4 feet in rear of the platoon. 

Should it he necessary to reduce the length of the column 
without changing the formation, the command: CLOSE INTO 
THE IMTERVAUS, is given. The rear-rank troopers of the lead- 
ing squad close and ride in rear of the interval to the left of 
their front-rank troopers, their horses' noses on line with the 
croups of the horses in front. The succeeding squads in- 
crease their pace, close, and successively take the same for- 
mation, the front-rank troopers riding in rear of the intervals 
to the right of the corresponding numbers in the preceding 
rear rank. 

At the command: 1. TAKE D/STAHCE, the fours drop back 
to a distance of 4 feet and the troopers follow in trace. 

28u The platoon in line or column may be moved for short 
distances to either flank or to the rear by the commands: 1. 
Fours right, or Fours right about, 2. At ARCH. Each four in each 
rank turns on a fixed pivot. 

29. To change direction, the leader leads the platoon in the 
new direction or commands: 1. Column right (half right) or 
1. Inciino to the right, 2. MARCH. The leading four executes 
right turn, the pivot maintaining the gait and moving with a 
radius of 2 yards; the others move forward and turn to the 
right on the same ground. 

30. The column moves to the rear by changing direction — 
180^ 

Tkie leacler conducts the head of the column by example and 
signal, or commands: 1. Right about, 2. MARCH. 

The leader can, if circumstances require it, command or 
indicate : 1. Troopers, to the rear, 2. MARCH. 

The troopers in each rank open out to right and left, and 
each executes an individual left about. The file doser then 
leads temporarily. 

Column of half squads. 

81. The column of half squads is a formation for route and 
maneuver. Being in line or in platoon column, at the com- 
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iiiand: 1. Column of half squads, 2. MARCH, the platoon breaks 
bj- half squads according to the principles laid down for 
breaking by squads. The column of half squads moves for- 
ward, changes gait or direction, moves to the rear, halts, dis- 
mounts, forms line by same commands and means as the 
platoon column. 

32. The platoon in column of squads or half squads is 
mounted and dismounted by the same commands as in line. 
The troopers open out to the right and left front 

To pass from column of half squads to platoon column. 

33. The leader commands: 1. Column of squads, 2. MARCH. 
Files 3 and 4 form on the left of files 1 and 2 by an oblique. 
The other half squads close to their distance, each squad 
forming when near its place in column. 

34. The platoon column or the column of half squads is 
formed into column of files by the commands: 1. Column of 
files, 2. MARCH, and is re-formed according to the preceding 
principles. 

DEPLOYMENT INTO LINE FROM COLUMN. 

35. To form line from column: the leader moves in the 
direction toward which he wishes to form line and commands : 
1. Lino, 2. MARCH. The leading squad obliques by trooper to 
the right and then forms in line, leaving space for the second 
squad to follow with the center corporal in rear of the 
leader. The remaining squads move to their places, each on 
the left of the preceding squad. 

36. For emergency, line may be formed directly to the right 
from column of squads, half squads, or files by the rally. 

THE CHABOE. 

37. The charge in line Is the normal attack of the platoon 
hi close order. 

The essential conditions to Its success are cohesion and 
vigor in the shock. 

The charge should begin at a short distance from the 
enemy, and the gaits employed to reach the charging point 
~ '111 depend upon the terrain, ns known or as Indicated by the 
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ground scouts, the condition of the horses, and other circum- 
stances. 

The charge must be pushed home. 

In these exercises the enemy should always be outlined or 
represented, and the plan of the exercise should be carefully 
explained. 

38. The platoon with sabers drawn, marching at the gallop, 
or at the extended gallop, the leader commands, before reach- 
ing the point where the charge is to begin: 1. To attack, and 
when at about 50 yards from the enemy, 2. CHARGE. At the 
command: CHARGE, repeated by all the troopers, each pushes 
his horse to full speed, taking the charging position for the 
front or rear ranlt prescribed in the School of the Trooper. 
In order to utilize fully the individual audacity, physical force, 
and skill of the more efficient men, as an example to the 
others, it is important that the boldest troopers mounting the 
best horses be not restrained. 

The short duration of the charge permits of this personal 
initiative without sacrificing cohesion. 

39. The charge terminates with the pursuit or the ni^l6e. 
The success of the m§16e depends upon the individual bravery 
and skill of the trooper and the training of his horse. The 
troopers use the pointy shouting at each thrust: POINT, and 
seek the officers of the enemy. 

The M6Ue. 

40. The m^l^ should not be practiced immediately after the 
charge, as this tends to create a false impression. The aim 
is to charge through, re-form, and charge back. The m^l6e, 
however, may be forced upon us by the enemy, and must 
therefore be practiced, but as a separate exercise. 

The platoon marching in line, at the command : MELEE, the 
troopers leave the ranks, mingle, and carry out the exercises 
prescribed for individual combat. The m^l6e may be ended 
by the Raily or the Pursuit. At the command: PURSUE, the 
troopers pursue the represented enemy at full speed. To ter- 
minate the pursuit, the leader commands: RALLY or AS' 
SEMBLE. 

BALLY AND ASSEMBLY. 

41. The platoon being dispersed or in any formation, at the 
command : RALLY, the troopers move at a gallop by the short- 
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est line, and form in double rank, without heed to their regu- 
lar places, in rear of the leader. 

42. To resume the normal formation, the leader commaiids : 
ASSEMBLE, and indicates the gait Exposure to fire should be 
avoided. 

EXTENDED OBDEB. 

43. The platoon takes extended order from any formation 
and in any direction. When possible the extension should be 
made i^)on terrain protected from the enemy's fire. 

AS FORAGEBS. 

44. Foragers are mounted trooi)ers dispersed on a line at 
equal intervals. 

The platoon being in line, at the command: 1. Ab foragers 
(or as foragers at so many yards), 2. MARCH, the troopers move 
out at a gallop to right and left of the center corporal, each 
rear-rank trooper moving up on the line to the left of his 
front-rank man. If the interval between troopers is not Indi- 
cated in the command, it is 4 yards. 

45. The foragers move forward and to the flank, halt, change 
direction and gait upon the conmiand of the leader, who can 
rally or assemble them in any direction. When practicable, 
the rally and assembly should be made under cover. At the 
command: 1. Troopers, to the rear, 2. MARCH, each trooper 
turns to the left about. They move to the front at the com- 
mand: 1. Troopers forward, 2. MARCH. 

LINE OF SQUADS. 

46. The platoon in any formation, halted or marching, at 
the command: 1. Line of squads, 2. MARCH, each squad moves 
at a gallop to its place, led by the squad leader, who marches 
in front of his squad. Squad leaders take sufficient intenral 
to allow for extension into line of foragers. 

The line of squads possesses the advantage of having the 
squad under the direct control of the squad leader. 

Squads may be deployed as foragers, formed in single rank, 
column of half squads or of files, according to mission, terrain, 
enemy's fire, etc. In deploying as foragers the troopers ex- 
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tend as from line on No. 2 of the front rank. When not 
leading his squad, the squad leader takes his place in the line. 
The dispersion of the platoon in r^epth by successive squads 
affords the means of crossing a fire-swept zone with small 
groups. The movement is executed at a gallop at the com- 
mand: 1. Squads, 2. At bo many yards distance, 3. MARCH. The 
squads may be extended during the movement. 

47. The platoon must maneuver and fight in extended order 
as well as in close order. Foragers and squads must be 
trained to fight on foot, to take advantage of cover, to check 
the enemy, to capture patrols, to search thickets, woods, etc. 

CHABGE AS FOBAGEBS. 

48. Being in line of foragers, the leader draws his arm, the 
troopers following his example, and th«i commands : 1. Oaliop, 
2. To attack, 3. CHARGE. The principles laid down for the 
charge in ^lose order apidy. The troopers of each file sup- 
port each other, and Ui^ idatoon endeavors to envelop tiie 
enemy. 

49. The rally and assembly are executed as prescribed for 
(dose order. 

scours. 

50. Scouts are of two classes: 

1. Ground scouts. 

2. Reconnoitering scouts. 

The r51e of groimd scouts is solely to ascertain whether the 
ground in the vicinity is passable for cavalry, to Indicate 
obstacles and the best points of passage. 

The reconnoitering scouts are employed to guard against 
surprise and gain information ; their numbers and movem^its 
will depend upon circumstances. They use their firearms to 
signal or for defense. The leader designates the noncommis- 
sioned officers and men to compose the group of scouts, or de- 
tails an entire squad : 1. Such squad as scouts, 2. (such object or 
mission), 3. MARCH; or tilie platoon may be dispersed bodily as 
scouts : 1. Platoon, as scouts, 2. (ridge to the ieft), 3. MARCH. 

Troopers should be trained as scouts, including methods of 
communication, early in their instruction. 
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PATROLS. 

51. 1. Security, 

2. Reconnoitering. 

1. Security patrols are detached for the immediate protec- 
tion of the command. A combat patrol Is a security patrol 
which exercises its functions during the combat. 

2. Reconnoitering patrols are sent to greater distances to 
obtain Information. 

52. The platoon should be practiced in furnishing groups of 
scouts and patrols to larger bodies. 

To Fight on Foot. 

53. When giving the command for dismounted action, the 
leader will take a position from which he can plainly indicate 
the direction toward which the dismounted men are to be led. 

54. To facilitate movement of the led horses, the platoon is 
generally formed into column of squads before dismounting to 
fight on foot. Under special circumstances, however, dis- 
mounted action may be taken from any formation. When 
foragers are dismounted, the squads assemble, dismount, and 
again deploy on foot. In emergencies foragers may dismount 
to fire, holding the horse on the lariat or by the bight of the 
rein over the right arm. 

The leader, dismounted, commands the dismounted platoon. 

No. 4 is the horse holder, except when he Is a noncommis- 
sioned officer, In which case No. 3 Is horse holder. No. 2 of 
the front rank of the first squad takes the leader's horsa The 
horse of No. 1, of the front rank of the first squad, Is linked 
to that of No. 3 ; No. 2, with the platoon leader's horse on bis 
right, assists in leading the first four horses. The file closer 
remains mounted in command of the led horses. 

The horse holders may be dismounted when clrcumstanceo 
clearly indicate that an early movement of the led horses Is 
not probable. 

Sergeants In assisting the leader go where their presence is 
necessary; corporals remain in ranks, but direct their squads 
and set the example, being the first to go forward and the last 
to retreat. 

In the absence of the link, the horses may be fastened to- 
gether by passing the reins through the halter ring and tying 
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them in a slipknot so that the horses' heads shall he ahoiit 
2 feet apart. 

In defensive positions, all the horses may he fastened in 
couples by tying the bridoon reins of each horse to the cantle 
of the saddle of the other or they may be linked together in 
a circle and left to the care of one horse . holder, who dis- 
mounts; or this horse holder may hold the horses of No. 4 
by the reins. The horses of each half platoon may be tied 
in a circle to a coiled lariat or a stirrup strap. 

55. The led horses should be as near the dismounted line as 
a protected situation will allow; they are not changed while 
this condition lasts, unless the dismounted line makes a mate- 
rial change of position. 

The horses while linked by fours must be drilled at all 
gaits; in leading, in changing direction, forming line, etc., as 
when mounted. 

56. At the command : TO FIGHT OH FOOT, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 
dismount ; No. 3 passes his bridoon reins ovct his horse's head, 
and gives them to No. 4, who, holding the bight in his left 
hand, grasps them with his right, at about 6 inches from the 
bit; No. 2 links his horse to the halter ring of No. 3; No. 1. 
links to No. 2; the reins of Nos. 1 and 2 are placed behind the 
pommel, and the left stirrup crossed in front of the pommel. 
When No. 3 is the horse holder the two troopers next on his 
right and left give him their reins which he holds in his right 
hand. 

As soon as the horses are properly secured the squad leader 
leads his squad at a run to its place in rear of the platoon 
leader, where he forms it in double rank. In going into dis- 
mounted action, dash and spirit should characterize the 
movement. 

The leader may dismount a portion of his platoon by the 
command: 1. Ho. /. (or such numbers), 2. TO FIGHT OH FOOT. 

bl. The platoon leader after having detached the necessary 
vedettes turns the platoon over to the file closer and proceeds, 
accompanied by a connecting link, to reconnoiter. The recon- 
noissance completed, the leader rejoins his platoon or directs 
that it be led to a certain point, indicating the best method. 

While there is little to fear from hostile fire, the leader 
advances the platoon in line or line of squads, so as to take 
advantage of cover. 
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To cross dangerous ground, occupy a position, or open fire: 
1. ^9 sk/rm/ahera (or aa akirmiahera at ao many fan/9), 2. 
i^ARCM. The troopers extend at double time, as in the deploy- 
ro«nt as foragers. If no tnterral be ordered, It will be one 
yard. 

The siilrmlshers advance either by platoon or by squads; 
they endeavor to gain ground without rigid attention to dress 
and regulate their movements on that fraction of the platoon 
which is most advanced. 

THE ASSATTLr. 

58. To assault, bayonets are fixed, the leader commands: 
CHARGE, which is repeated by the skirmishers, and leads his 
platoon to the assault. 

SALLY. 

59. To get his platoon rapidly in hand, the leader com- 
mands: RALLY. At this command, repeated by the cquad 
leaders, the skirmishers form at double time, in aiatfe rank, 
and at the order, in rear of the platoon leader. 

A8SE2CBLE* 

60. To re-form the ];datoon (double rank), the leader oom- 
mands: ASSEMBLE. 

TO MOUNT. 

61. The leader leads the skirmishers to the vicinity of the 
led horses or causes the latter to be advanced to meet the 
skirmishers, and commands: MOUNT, 

At the command: STAND TO HORSE, the troopers move 
quickly but quietly to their horses, unlink, and stand to horse. 

Employment of Platoon. 

(a) Alone, as for exploration and security, etc 

(b) In the squadron,, as advance or rear guard, ad- 
vanced posts, flank guard, etc. 

(c) In cooperatiou with other arms, as for scontiiig. 
covering, and aiding in the attack. 

(d) In small operations, as foraging, demolitions, 
escort, attack on a convoy, ambuscade^ etc. 
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THE PLATOON, DISMOUNTED. 

68. Its composition Is the same as when mounted. The 
principles are the same as those for the platoon mounted 
with the natural modifications. 

84^ Except for saber exercise the saber is not worn. The 
platoon forms with the rifle at the order. In moving the 
rifle is brought to the right shoulder without command; on 
halting it is brought to the order without command. For 
movements in side step or backward the rifle is at the trail. 
For short movements of any kind the leader may caution: 
AT TRAtL, 

65. PLATOON HKOVEMEMTS: 
Assembly. 

Dresa 

March in line. 

Turn. 

Oblique. 

Column of squads, half squads. 

EiXtended order. 

Assembly, 

66. At the command : ASSEMBLE, the platoon forms as pre- 
scribed for the mounted formation. The troopers take a light 
touch toward the center; the center corporal is 2 yards in 
rear of the leader ; the rear rank is 2 yards in rear of front 
rank, and the file closer is 2 yards in rear of the center of the 
rear rank. 

Dress. 

67. At the command: DRESS, the troopers establish them- 
selves on a line 2 yards in rear of their leader. They yield 
to pressure coming from the center, keeping a light touch in 
that direction. At the command: FRONT, eyes are cast to 
the front and the platoon stands at attention. 

31 arch in line. 

68. In changes of direction and turns, the leader moves fo 
that the marching flank can keep the regular step. 
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Turn. 

69. The radius of the leader or of the center is half the 
front of the unit, plus 1 yard. 

70. For an exceptional movement to the rear, the command 
Ib: 1. Troopers about, 2. MARCH. The troopers turn immedi- 
ately to the right about. 

71. Under special circumstances movements may be made 
to either flank or to the rear, by squads of by fours. In turn- 
ing by squads, the command is : 1. Squads right or squads right 
about, 2. MARCH; the rear rank closes up during the move- 
ment. Exceptionally the line may be moved to the right or 
left flank by the command : 1. Troopers right, 2. MARCH. 

Oblique. 

72. The troopers make a half face and move in the new 
direction. At the command: HALT, the troopers halt faced to 
the front. 

Column of squords. 

73. In columns of squads or half squads the distance be- 
tween ranks is 32 inches. At the preparatory command for 
forming column, the rear rank closes to this distance. 



THE SQUADRON. 

The Squadbon, Mounted. 
(Plates XII to XIX.) 

74. The squadron is the component unit of the regiment. 
It is composed normally of four platoons, known as the first, 
second, third, and fourth, each under a permanent leader as- 
signed by the captain. The object of the School of the Squad- 
ron is to train the platoons to execute together what they have 
learned separately, and to teach the squadron its movements, 
whether acting alone or as a part of the regiment. 

The squadron executes the movements of the platoon, sub- 
stituting squadron for platoon in the commands. The cap- 
tain may cause the platoons individually to execute a move- 
ment by prefixing the word "Platoons" to the command. 

The squadron maneuvers in squadron column or line of 
platoon columns forms line for the charge, marches in col- 
umn of squadrons, half squads, or files, takes extended order, 
and dismounts to fight on foot. 

The captain is the leader, but, having indicated the direc- 
tion to the leader of the directing platoon, he may leave his 
position. 

THE SQUADRON IN LINE. 

75. In line, the platoons are side by side without interval. 
The captain is 15 yards in front of the leader of the second 
platoon; the first sergeant two horse lengths in rear of the 
center of the squadron. 

The platoons are numbered from right to left in line and 
from front to rear in column. 

76. Movements are executed on indication from the captain. 
He may direct a lieutenant to act as squadron leader and in- 
dicate to him the movements to be executed, supervising their 
execution himself. 

To attract the attention of his platoon leaders, the captain 
commands: ATTENTION; platoon leaders make the signal or 
indication for the movement ordered by the captain, move in 
the corresponding direction, and take the prescribed gait. 

The platoon leaders give verbal commands only when dust, 
darkness, fog, or any other cause renders signals inadvisable. 

17043*'— 13 3 88 
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Verbal commands should be no louder than absolutely neces- 
sary. The platoon leaders pay special attention to maintain- 
ing a regular gait and preserving proper distances and inter- 
vals. 

The file closers, under supervision of the first sergeant, 
rectify mistakes and insure steadiness and cohesion in the 
ranks. 

77. The squadron should maneuver frequently with sabers 
drawn. The squadron must be frequently exercised, with 
four platoons of 16 front each, even when necessary to omit 
entirely the rear rank. 

Lieutenants must be practiced in commanding the squadron 
and sergeants in commanding platoons. 

78. The platoons being formed, the captain takes post, 
mounted, facing the position where he wishes the squadron to 
form, and commands: FORM SQUADRON. The platoons take 
position mounted, in line or in column, as directed by the 
captain, in the order of their permanent designation. 

After the squadron is formed it is maneuvered without re- 
gard to the order of the platoons in line or column, except 
that in column the two right platoons and the two left pla- 
toons follow each other. 

Outline of Instruction. 

79. C/ose order: 

(a) Line. 

(6) Change of direction. 

(c) Column (of platoons). 

(d) Deployment into line. 

(e) Line of platoon columns. 

(/) Route column by squads, half squads, and files. 

(g) Charge. 
Extended order: 

(a) Extended order in line and in column. 

(6) Foragers. 

(c) Scouts and patrols. 

id) Rally. 

(e) Assembly. 
To fight on foot. 
Employment of the squadron. 
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Close Obder. 

LINE. 

80. The march in line conforms to the principles prescribed 
for the platoon. The captain is in advance of the leader of 
the second platoon, who follows in his trace; the other platoon 
leaders regulate on the leader of the second platoon. 

The platoon le'^ders will, without command of the captain, 
so lead their platoons as to pass obstacles with the greatest 
facility, and then resume the original formation. 

81. The squadron may be formed in a single rank for spe- 
cial purposes; as — 

(a) To mask a movement. 

(&) To attack infantry or artillery under special circum- 
stances. 

At the command; 1. Single Rank, 2. MARCH, the leaders of 
the first, third, and fourth platoons take their intervals from 
the second; the leader of the second platoon, as soon as he 
has the space, forms single rank; the other platoon leaders 
take the same formation and regulate on him. In single rank 
the first and third platoons are echeloned at one horse-length 
on the second, and the fourth at one horse-length on the third. 

At the command: 1. Double Rank, 2. MARCH, the platoon 
leaders re-form their platoons in double rank and lead them 
to their places In line. 

82. To gain ground to a flank, the captain forms column of 
platoons to that flank (par. 87) and leads or indicates the 
direction. 

83. To march the squadron to the rear: 1. To the rear, 2. 
MARCH, Each platoon executes a turn of 180* to the left. 

To oblique, 

84. 1. Right oblique, 2. MARCH. Each platoon executes a 
turn of 45° ; all regulate on the right platoon. The platoon 
leaders cover in a line parallel to the original front. To re- 

, sume the original direction: 1. Forward, 2. MARCH, The 
oblique by trooper is used only for short distances. 

CHANGE OF DIBECTION. 

85. Change of direction by the squadron in line is made 
• upon command of the captain or indication by him of the new 

point of direction. 
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When the change of direction is executed at a rapid gait 
the platoons of the marching flank may move In echelon, re- 
gaining their places in line after the change of direction is 
completed. 

SQUADRON COLUMN. 

86. The squadron column is a formation for assembly, march, 
and maneuver. The distance between platoons is 6 or 10 
yards, according as they have 12 or 16 files. The captain is 
15 yards in advance of the leader of the first platoon. 

The file closers are on the right of the rear ranks. The first 
sergeant is on the right of the file closer of the rear platoon. 
At the command for dismounting in squadron column, the 
platoon leaders go to the left fiank of their platoons. 

Breaking from line into squadron column, 

87. The squadron in line to form column, the captain com- 
mands: 1. Column (or, on such platoon, column), and indicates 
the direction; 2. MARCH. The second platoon, or the platoon 
indicated, follows the captain, or goes in the new direction in- 
dicated by him ; the other platoons follow. 

Movements in Squadron Column, 

88. In marching it is of the greatest importance that platoon 
leaders put their platoons in movement simultaneously and 
that the pace be uniform. Trace and distance must be cor- 
rected gradually. 

89. When passing a defile of less width than platoon front, 
the method already given in this case for the platoon applies. 
The formation taken at the command: AT WILL, given by 
the platoon leaders, is used principally for passing short de- 
files without unnecessarily lengthening the coliunn. Platoons 
are reformed on emerging from the defile, without command 
from the captain. 

90. The column must be trained to follow the leader in all 
dlre<*tion8 and at all gaits. The captain may command: 1. 
Column right 2. MARCH. 

91. To manli to the rear: 1. To the roar, 2, MARCH, Each 
platoon executes a turn of ISO"* to the left 
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92. When the squadron in column or in column " at will " 
is in a defile, and it is necessary to move to the rear, the cap- 
. tain commands: 1. Troopers to the rear, 2. MARCH. Each 
platoon conforms to what is prescribed in the School of the 
Platoon. When the captain is obliged to remain for some 
time at the rear of his squadron, his orders are transmitted 
from platoon leader to platoon leader, preceded by the words : 
. " Captain's Order." 

98. The squadron column may execute an oblique march by 
the command: 1. Right oblique, 2. MARCH. Each platoon exe- 
cutes a turn of 45°. The captain places himself in front of 
the leader of the directing (the leading) platoon; the other 
platoon leaders regulating so as to keep in a line parallel to 
the original direction of the column. 

In the oblique by trooper the platoon leaders are careful to 
cover in a line perpendicular to the original front. This move- 
ment, however, is only used to gain short distances. 

DEPLOYMENT INTO LINE. 

94. Deployment forward is always made in fan shape. In 
column to form line to the front: 1. Line, 2. MARCH. The 
leading platoon follows the captain, and the others move at an 
increased gait; the second to the right front, the third and 
fourth to the left front. When opposite their places in line, 
they move straight to the front. 

If the squadron is marching at the gallop, the captain 
slackens the pace of the leading platoon, while the others 
extend the gallop. 

95. If the captain wishes to deploy at any other gait, he 
commands: 1. Line, 2. (Gait), 3. MARCH, and regulates the 
movement of the leading platoon according to the object in 
view, or halts it if necessary. The rear platoons move up on 
the line at the gait ordered. 

96. In case of absolute necessity, the squadron may attack 
before its deployment is complete; the platoons not in line 

• attack in echelon. 

97. To deploy in an oblique direction, the captain leads 
upon the new objective and, when the head of the column has 
moved at least the length of a platoon front in that direction, 
commands: 1. Line, 2. MARCH. 
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98. When the captain wishes to form line immediately to- 
ward the flank he commands: 1. Line to the right and rides to 
his position in the new line. At the command : 2. MARCH, the 
directing platoon follows the captain, the other platoons are 
led to their positions in line abreast of it. Unless otherwise 
iDdicated when the line is formed to the right, the third 
platoon in coliimn becomes the directing platoon in line ; when 
line is formed to the left, the second platoon in column be- 
comes the directing platoon in line. 

LINE OF PLATOON COLUMNS. 

99. Line of platoon columns is a formation for march and 
maneuver. It has the advantage of placing the platoon lead- 
ers in front of the squadron, within reach of the captain; it 
gives the squadron a good formation for the approach to the 
attack, for moving over bad ground, and for deploying qnicklj 
under fire. 

In this formation the platoon columns are in line at deploy- 
ing intervals. The captain is 15 yards in front of the leader 
of the second platoon. The first sergeant is on the right of the 
file closer of the second platoon. 

The intervals between the platoons may be increased or 
decreased according to the captain's indications; the platoons 
extend or close on the directing platoon unless otherwise indi- 
cated; when this interval is 6 yards the formation Is called 
" Mass." 

100. Line of platoon columns can be taken from any forma- 
tion. It maneuvers by the commands for the squadron in 
line; it obliques by heads of columns and forms column of 
squads to a flank. In obliquing or in moving by the flank 
or to the rear, the heads of platoon columns execute changes 
of direction. In moving to the rear, the heads of columns 
turn to the left. 

101. The squadron in line to form line of platoon columns : 1. 
Piatoon co/umna, 2. MARCH. The directing platoon follows the 
captain ; the others regulate on it. 

102. To form line from line of platoon columns: 1. Line, 2. 
MARCH, The directing platoon deploys and follows the cap- 
tain; the others take their interval, if necessary, and deploy. 

To form line in an oblique direction, the captain changes 
direction before ordering the deployment 
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108. The squadron in column to form line of platoon col- 
umns : 1. Line of platoon columns, 2. MARCH. The first platoon 
forms column and follows the captain; the other platoons 
break from the column as in forming line, and then form 
column and move to their places. 

104. Being in line of platoon columns to form column: 1. 
Column, (or, on such platoon, column), 2. MARCH. The direct- 
ing platoon follows the captain, or goes in the indicated direc- 
tion and forms line as soon as it has cleared; the other 
platoons follow, and each, as soon as it has cleared, forms line. 

B0T3*rE COLUMN. 

105. Route column is a formation in which the platoons are 
placed one behind the other, each in column of squads, half 
squads, or files. 

As a rule the captain marches at the head of the column, 
thte leader of the first platoon on his left, followed by the 
first sergeant and a trumpeter; all distances are four feet. 
Except in the rear platoon the leaders ride in front, and the 
file closers in rear. In the rear platoon the file closer rides 
at the head and the leader in rear. This formation is taken 
at the command : 1. Column of squads (half squads, or files); or. 
On such platoon, column of squads (half squads, or files), 2. 
MARCH. The directing platoon breaks forward; the others 
enter the column so that the two right and the two left 
platoons follow each other. The leaders of the rear platoons 
follow the file closers of the preceding platoons, except at the 
command: CLOSE INTO THE INTERVALS, when the platoon 
leader of each rear platoon rides on the left of the file closer 
of the preceding platoon. 

106. To march the route column to the rear, the captain 
conmnands: 1. To the rear, 2. MARCH. Each platoon executes 

a left about. 

107. The route column is deployed in all directions accord- 
ing to the same principles as the squadron column. 

Each platoon follows its leader and forms line behind him 
at his indication. 

When practicable the formation of squadron line directly 
from route column should be avoided ; it is better to pass first 
to column, or line of platoon columns. 
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108. To form column from route column: 1. Co/umn, 2. 
MA/iCH. The leader of the leading platoon forms his platoon 
in line; the other platoons form line successively when they 
arrive at the place that they are to occupy in the column. 

THE CHABOE. 

109. The principles for the platoon apply. The nonnal 
formation for the charge is line, but it may be made in eolonm. 

110. Marching at the gallop, at the command: 1. To attack, 
the squadron takes the extended gallop, and closes on the cap- 
tain, who takes position on the left of the leader of the direct- 
ing platoon. When at about 50 yards from the enemy, the 
captain commands: 2. CHARGE, which is repeated by the 
platoon leaders and the troopers. 

111. In instruction the enemy must alwaj's be outlined or 
represented by troopers who may carry flags, under command 
of an officer or noncommissioned officer. In the beginning of 
this instruction these men will occupy fixed positions; later 
they will be instructed to ride so as to represent the move* 
ments of an aggressive enemy. The captain will explain to 
the commander the object of the exercise and t^ him what 
to do. 

112. To combine a flank attack with the direct attack, the 
captain designates a flank platoon : 1. First (or fourth) platoon, 
2. FLANK ATTACK. The designated platoon at once moves out 
and is conducted so as to best fall opportunely upon the 
enemy's flank. 

113. If the captain wishes to guard against a flank attack 
or an enveloping attack, he detaches a flank platoon to move 
to the menaced flank and to march somewhat in rear or in 
advance on that flank, ready to take an enveloping attack in 
flank or to meet a flank attack. 

The movement is executed upon the indication: 1. Firot (or 
fourth) platoon, 2. FLANK GUARD, or 2. FLANK GUARD FOR- 
WARD. 

114. While, as a rule, cavalry in attack should always have 
a reserve, a platoon is never kept in rear except when the 
captain so directs. 

EXTENDED ORDER. 

116. Extended order may be taken from any formation. 
The principles for the squadron are the same as those for the 
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platoon. The captain accompanied by the first sergeant and 
a trumpeter goes wherever necessary. Extended order by 
platoons may be taken : 1. In line, with the directing platoon 
somewhat in advance of the others; or 2. In depth, by suc- 
cessive platoons. 

1. — 1. Line of platoons (or line of platoons on such platoon), 
2. MARCH. 

2. — 1. Platoons, 2, At (so many) yards distance, 3. MARCH. 
The extension in depth is made on the directing platoon (or 
the platoon designated). Care must be taken by the platoon 
leaders not to increase the distance prescribed. The captain 
indicates to the directing platoon the objective, gait, and 
formation; the others take the formation order by the cap- 
tain or follow the example of the directing platoon. During 
the march the leaders may, in their discretion, alter their 
formation. 

FOBAGEBS. 

116. The squadron is extended as foragers by the same 
commands and means as the platoon. The captain may add to 
the first command: On (such) platoon. The directing (or 
designated) platoon deploys as soon as it has the space. The 
other platoons take their intervals, and each deploys on its 
center. 

117. In extended order in line the directing platoon is 12 
yards in advance. 

118. When the squadron is alone, a platoon should be held 
In reserve in close order for emergencies or to provide a base 
for rallying or assembling. 

When a charge as foragers is combined with a charge in 
line, the foragers should be rapidly rallied to a flank to un- 
mask the charge in line which follows. 

The line of foragers must be exercised in moving to the 
rear and by the flank, and must be able to rally promptly be- 
hind its leader so as to attack in line. 

SCOXTTS, COMBAT PATBOLS. 

119. The squadron in Its maneuvers must be frequently 
practiced in sending out ground scouts and combat patrols. 

Where very bad ground is to be crossed the ground scouts 
should be under a noncommissioned officer. 
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One or more platoons may be detached for scouting. Tbe 
captain remains with the body of the squadron. 

In each platoon scouts and a combat patrol must be ready 
to start immediately upon order of the captain. 

BALLY. 

120. The rally is in line, and is made from any formation. 
At the command: RALLY, the platoon leaders rally their 
platoons while moving at the gallop toward the captain. The 
troopers form in double rank in rear of their platoon leaders. 
The first platoon to arrive forms in rear of the captain and 
becomes the directing platoon; the others form to right and 
left without regard to normal order. If there is not room 
for a platoon to come up on the line, it may remain in echelon. 

The rally may he resorted to from any formation tohere the 
regular method of forming line would he slow or difficult, 

ASSEMBLY. 

121. The squadron mounted is assembled in squadron col- 
umn: ASSEMBLE, each platoon leader assembles his platoon 
in line, and then leads it Into the column behind the captain. 
The platoons take place in column in the normal order, or as 
the captain may direct. 

SQUADBON EXEBCISES. 

122. The squadron must be exercised in: 

(1) Marching and deploying at the extended gallop. 

(2) Executing change of formation while executing change 
of direction. 

(3) In passing from one formation to another before the 
first is completed. 

(4) Ploying and deploying, including closing or extending 
intervals without gaining ground to the front, for concealment 
or to prepare for a sudden attack. 

(5) Attacking infantry and artillery in extended order, and 
in rallying and assembling rapidly from extended order. 

(6) Making short movements by fours to the fiank and to 
the rear. 

(7) Rapid separation of the platoons to diminish effect of 
artillery fire. 

(8) Crossing fire-swept zones in appropriate forma tion& 

(9) Dismounted combat. 
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FIGHT ON FOOT. 

123. The squadron when alone always leaves a sufficient 
mounted guard with the led horses to insure their safety and 
to keep touch with the squadron. When part of a larger unit, 
the superior commander gives directions as to the mounted 
guard. The led horses should be kept under cover, assembled 
by squadron, or in rear of their respective platoons. The cap- 
tain alone is authorized to order the opening of fire ; he gives 
instructions as to the targets and distribution of fire and gives 
directions as to the reserve; he may give the platoon leaders 
liberty in the control of fire. 

124. The captain having designated the guard for the led 
horses and its commander proceeds, with the other officers 
and the first sergeant, to reconnoiter. On the offensive the 
captain indicates to each platoon its objective. On the de- 
fensive he indicates the points to be held. 

The captain, having completed his reconnaissance, moves the 
squadron as near to the dismounted position as a considera- 
tion of all the circumstances will permit, dismounts it by the 
commands and means prescribed in the School of the Platoon, 
and gives instructions to the commander of the guard for the 
led horses. 

The horses of the captain and his trumpeter are held by a 
trumpeter from the ranks who remains mounted. The first 
sergeant remains with the led horses unless directed by the 
captain to accompany the squadron. When necessary, the 
captain may designate a mounted reserve. 

125. The captain uses his judgment in disposing of the dis- 
mounted platoons, whether to advance them in one or more 
lines. When formed in more than one line the commander of 
each, under instructions from the captain, controls its action 
and regulates its fire. 

The captain alone orders the assault. 

BALLY. 

126. The rally is executed by platoon at command of the 
captain, as already prescribed. 

TO MOUNT. 

127. The platoons mount simultaneously, as nearly as pos- 
sible, under the protection of the reserve ; one platoon may be 
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left dismounted to cover the retreat of the others to their 
horses 

At the command: MOUNT (ov SUCH PLATOONS MOUNT), aU 
the platoons or those designated mount and form in rear of 
the captain in the formation he indicates. The reserve takes 
up the pursuit or covers the retreat. 

EMPLOYMENT OF THE SQUADRON. 

128. The captain must cultivate the special abilities and 
utilize the characteristics of his officers and noncommissioned 
officers. He must encourage each In the exercise of the initia- 
tive pertaining to his position. 

The squadron, acting alone, may be employed to explore, to 
support a reconnoissance, to seize a position, etc. It moves 
by a succession of rapid advances. It must protect itself by 
detachments and always retain its liberty of action. Its best 
guaranty of safety lies in its mobility. 

In the combat the different combinations of the platoons 
permit the captain to maneuver; as, for example, he may at- 
tack with one platoon and maneuver with the others, etc. 

The squadron in the regiment charges or attacks dismounted 
by the same means and according to the same principles as 
when alone, except that it does not have a support or reserve 
unless so ordered by the colonel. Combat patrols are sent out 
by flank squadrons only. It can be employed for a flank at- 
tack or a flank guard. It reconnoiters positions or covers 
troops in menaced directions, in which latter case one or more 
platoons are detached as scouts. It furnishes advance guards, 
rear guards, advance posts, flank guards, and artillery sup- 
ports, and may be employed as regimental reserve. 

129. The normal order of attack against cavalry is line in 
double rank. The charge may be made in colunm ^o break 
through at some point or when lack of time or space prevents 
forming in line. 

130. In attacking infantry the squadron should be formed 
in single rank or in extended order. Opportunity should be 
sought for a flank attack. If the frontal attack is necessary, 
the flre-swept zone should be crossed at a rapid pace, which 
should be increased as the enemy's line is approached. The 
line in extended order of groups may be maneuyered so that 
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the groups will converge In the attack, thus causing a disper- 
sion of the enemy's fire. 

In attacking dismounted cavalry, the led horses should also 
be sought for. 

131. Artillery may be attacked in march or in position. If 
in march, one part of the squadron attacks the support and 
the other the carriages. If the artillery is in position, the 
attack is directed against its flank. The captain gives to 
each platoon its special mission; as, for example, one platoon 
as foragers against the pieces and the teams, while the others 
attack the support, etc. 

132. Dismounted action is resorted to when success through 
mounted action seems improbable; and — 

(1) To make a reconnaissance that can not be made 
mounted. 

(2) To attack or defend a camp. 

(3) To seize and hold a position, force a passage, etc. 

(4) To harass a column. 

(5) To cover an assembly; hold an exit. 

(6) To cooperate by rifle fire with the other arms, etc. 

(7) To make a fire attack in combination with a mounted 
attack. 

School of the Squadbon Dismounted. 

133. The commands and movements for the squadron dis- 
mounted are the same as for the squadron mounted, except 
as indicated in the School of the Platoon. 



THE REGIMENT. 

The Composition of the Regiment. 

134. The regiment is composed of six squadrons, and a ma- 
chine-gun unit. The instruction prescribed is applicable to 
a less number of squadrons. 

135. For purposes of maneuver the regiment is divided into 
half regiments; when there is an odd number of squadrons 
the center squadron is assigned to the right half regiment. If 
there are only three squadrons, the regiment is nevertheless 
divided Into half regiments. Majors are assigned to command 
of half regiments when the regiment is in echelon of half 
regiments or when half regiments are otherwise detached. 

The instructions for the use of machine guns and for train- 
ing machine gun units are prescribed in the Machine Qun 
Drill Regulations. 

When the machine gun unit is with the regiment its posi- 
tion in line, line of columns or line in extended order will be 
In rear of the center or in such position as the colonel may 
direct. In column the machine gun unit is in rear. In cam- 
paign the machine gun unit will be employed as set forth in 
Machine Gun Drill Regulations and Employment of Cavalry. 

School of the Regiment. 
(Plates XX to XXIV.) 

136. In the School of the Regiment the squadrons learn 
to apply in the regiment what they have been taught sepa- 
rately, and the regiment learns the movements necessary to 
Its use whether acting alone or as part of a brigade. The 
regiment should be trained to maneuver with squadrons of 64 
files. 

137. To form the regiment, the squadrons having been 
formed, the colonel commands: FORM REGIMENT. 

The regiment forms in column of platoons in rear of the 
colonel, the adjutant assisting in the formation. If the colonel 
wishes to assemble the regiment in any other formation, be 
Indicates it in the command. 

46 
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138. The squadrons have a fixed place in the regiment only 
when it is first assembled, but as a rule the squadrons of the 
same half regiment remain together. 

They are numbered from right to left in line and from front 
to rear In column. The same rule applies to the half regi- 
ments. 

189. The colonel is the leader of the regiment. The direct- 
ing squadron follows him. In line the directing squadron is 
the center or right center squadron. The colonel may, how- 
ever, indicate any squadron as the directing squadron. In 
column or in echelons, the leading squadron is the directing 
squadron. The captain of the directing squadron follows the 
colonel at a distance of 30 yards. The other captains regu- 
late on him. The colonel, when he does not wish to act as 
leader, is free to go where he considers it expedient to be ; in 
which case his place is taken by a field officer, or the colonel 
may indicate to the captain of the directing squadron the 
direction and the gait to be taken. 

The lieutenant colonel is 15 yards in rear of the colonel ; the 
adjutant is 2 yards on the left of the colonel; the sergeant 
major and chief trumpeter are 2 yards behind the colonel 
and adjutant and act as messengers. In line the majors are 
in front of the centers of their wings on a line with the lieu- 
tenant colonel ; in column they are on the left and abreast of 
their leading units 4 yards from the column ; the majors and 
captains are permitted to approach the colonel to hear and 
transmit his orders, the captains leaving the conduct of their 
squadrons meanwhile to the leaders of the base platoons. 

140. The colonel regulates the direction and gait and gives 
his commands by signal, by messenger, or by the voice. 
Trumpet calls are used exceptionally, and then only when the 
regiment is alone. Sabers are drawn and returned upon indi- 
cation of the colonel. 

To attract the attention of his captains, give his commands, 
or become independent in his movements, the colonel conforms 
to the principles prescribed for the captain in the School of the 
Squadron. 

The majors supervise the movements in their half regiments. 
They give commands only when necessary, and repeat the 
colonel's commands only when these have not been understood. 
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When the colonel raises his arm (or his saber), the captaim 
do likewise and place themselves so as to understand the com- 
mand and transmit it to their squadrons. 

Although the colonel gives his commands to all the squad- 
rons, the squadrons execute them only at the command ot 
their captains. 

141. Officers must he frequently practiced in commanding 
a unit greater than that pertaining to their grade, 

142. If the colonel wishes to execute simultaneouedy move- 
ments of the squadrons or half regiments not otherwise |»p^ 
vided for, he gives the preliminary command: 1. Sgyodntu, 
or 1. Ha/f regiments; as for example, 1. Sguetdrona, 2. inefiet 
to the right, 3. MARCH. Where a command refers to the hiu' 
regiment, the captains will wait for the command of the major. 

143. Movements prescribed for the squadron may be exe- 
cuted by the regiment, unless special provision Is her^n made. 
In all formations and movements of the regiment the captain? 
conform to the principles laid down for the platoon leaders iu 
the School of the Squadron. 

144. The regiment, from any formation, faces or gaiii- 
ground to a flank by forming column of platoons to the flanL 
or by turning by platoon. 

145. At the command : 1. To the rear, 2. MARCH, each plattM>t. 
executes a left about. At the command: 1. Right oblique, - 
MARCH, each platoon executes right half turn, or, if in platoon 
column, executes column half right. 

146. The captains must hear in mind the vital itnportam^ 
of order and cohesion. Perfect regularity in the gaits is Id- 
dispensable. 

REGIMENTAL FORMATIONS. 

147. (a) Line. 

(6) Line of columns. 

(c) Mass. 

id) Column of platoons. 

(e) Double column. 

(/) Echelon. 

{g) Route column. 

ih) Extended order. 

LINE. 

148. Line is the formutlou for attack against cavalry. Tbt» 
squadrons are placed as indicated in the accompanying dia- 
grams. 



J 
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Although the rquadrons are slightly echeloned to avoid 
crowding and give flexibility, this formation is called a line. 

149. In marching in line, the captains lead their squadrons 
so as to maintain their mterval and distance. 

In order to preserve *cohe8ion in the attach, the echelon dis- 
tance of 12 yards and the interval of 6 yards between squad- 
rons are the extreme limits, which may fie diminished hut 
should never he increased. 

Errors in direction or in distance should he corrected grad- 
ually. 

150. To make a slight change of direction in the march 
of the regiment In line, the colonel leads in the new direction, 
followed by the directing squadron. The other squadrons 
take a parallel direction and resume their places as soon as 
possible. 

The regiment should be frequently exercised in executing 
these changes of direction while moving in line at a gallop. 

If it is desired to execute a complete change of front, at 
right angles to the former direction, the colonel commands: 
RALLY, and rides rapidly to the new front. The captains con- 
duct their squadrons at a gallop to their places in the new line. 

LINE OF COLUMNS. 

151. The squadron columns, with deploying intervals, are 
parallel to each other, with the heads echeloned at 12 yards. 

The line of columns is a maneuver formation, and used for 
an approach preceding a deployment. 

This disposition of the squadrons facilitates the handling of 
the regiment, and the rapid formation of line. 

The squadrons may vary their Intervals In order to conform 
to the terrain or to avoid the fire of the enemy. They should 
regain their regular Intervals, however, when a deployment Is 
imminent. 

152. The regiment In line, the colonel commands : 1. Line of 
Co/umna, 2. MARCH. 

153. Line Is formed by the command: 1. Line, 2. MARCH. 

154. In case of surprise on a flank, the squadron nearest 
the enemy faces toward him and engages as soon as possible; 
the other squadrons act in support. 

17043'— 13 i 
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MASS. 

15d. Mass is a formation for concentration in a position 
of readiness. Beyond the zone of the enemy's fire, it may be 
used as a formation for marching, under cover of an advance 
guard. 

In this formation the squadron columns are parallel to each 
other, their heads on the same line, with intervals of 12 yards. 

On account of its great vulnerability, mass should not be 
used in the approach; as soon as troops in mass enter the 
dangerous zone they should open out. 

In order to pass from line or from line of columns into mass, 
the colonel commands : 1. Mass, or on (such) squadron mans, 2. 
MARCH. 

Line of columns is formed from mass by the command: 
1. Line of columns, or on (such) squadron, line of columns^ 2. 
MARCH. 

COLUMN OF PLATOONS. 

156. Column of platoons is a formation for march and 
maneuver. In this order the squadron columns follow each 
other at a distance of 12 yards; the captain of the first squad- 
ron is 15 yards in front of the leader of the first platoon. 
The other captains are on the right of the leaders of their 
first platoons. To avoid checks on the march the distance 
between squadrons may be reduced, and squadron commanders 
are further authorized to uncover and overlap the preceding 
squadron temporarily. 

The regiment being in line, in line of columns, or in mass, 
to brealt into column of platoons, the colonel commands: 
1. Column, or column on (such) squadron, 2. MARCH. The regi- 
ment breaks into column behind the directing or designated 
squadron. 

DEPLOYMENT OF THE COLUMN OF PLATOONS. 

157. The column of platoons is formed to the front in 
mass, or in line of columns, or in line on the leading squadron, 
by the command: 1. Mass (ot line of columns, or line), 2. 
MARCH. The deployment is made on the same principles as in 
the squadron (fan shape). The second and third squadrons 
form on the right of the first. 

158. To form mass to the right: 1. Mass to the right, 2. 
MARCH. The leading squadron changes direction to the right; 
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the rear squadrons change direction successively so as to 
place themselves on the right of the first. 

To form line of columns to the right: 1. Line of columns to 
the right, 2. MARCH, 

To form line from column of platoons to the right: 1. Line 
to the right, 2. MARCH. Each squadron forms line to the right 
and takes its place. 

DOUBLE COLUMN. 

159. Double column is composed of two parallel columns 
of platoons with an interval of six yards. The two leading 
squadrons are abreast of each other and each is followed in 
column by the other squadrons of the half regiment to which 
it belongs. 

'The regiment being in line, in line of columns, in mass, or 
in column of platoons, to form double column: 1. Double col- 
umn, 2. MARCH. From line the center and left center squad- 
rons advance in column of platoons and each is followed by 
the other squadrons of its half regiment. The squadron col- 
umns in each half regiment are moved by the shortest line to 
their places in column. 

From line of columns or mass the center and left center 
squadrons advance and the interval is closed on the center 
(right center) squadron. 

From column of platoons the squadrons of the second (rear) 
half regiment are led to their places in column on the left of 
the right (leading) half regiment. 

The distance between squadrons is the same as in regi- 
mental column of platoons. 

The leading squadron of the right column is the directing 
squadron. 

The colonel is 30 yards in advance of the captain of the 
directing squadron. The lieutenant colonel is 15 yards in 
rear of the colonel. The majors are on a line with the lieu- 
tenant colonel and in front of the outer flanks of the leading 
platoons of their respective half regiments. 

DEPLOYMENT OF THE DOUBLE COLUMN. 

160. The double column is formed in mass, line of columns, 
line of platoon columns, or line to the front by the command : 
1. Maee (line of columns, line of platoon columns, or line), 2. 
MARCH. The deployment of each half regiment is made to- 
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ward its outer flank on the leading squadron. The leading 
squadron of the left half regiment gains ground to the left 
and each squadron forms fan shape. 

161. To form line, line of platoon columns, line of columna, 
or mass to the flank: 1. Line (line of platoon columns, line of 
columns, or mass), to the right, 2. MARCH. The right squadrons 
form to the right on the directing squadron. The first two 
squadrons of the left half regiment form successively on the 
left of the right half regiment ; the third forms on the right 

162. To march the double column to the rear : 1. To the rear, 
2. MARCH. The platoons turn to the left about. 

168. To change direction, the colonel indicates the new di- 
rection, or commands : 1. Column right (half right), or 1. incline 
to the right, 2. MARCH. The double column changes direction, 
regulating on the directing squadron. 

ECHELON, 

164. The regiment forms echelon of squadrons on the center 
or on a flank squadron, or echelon or half regiments. 

Echelon formation permits advancing a wing to overlap the 
enemy, at the same time remaining ready to face him at any 
instant or to avoid envelopment by refusing a flank. 

The intervals and distances are such as to enable the echelon 
to be faced to a flank and retain the echelon formation, but 
the colonel may increase or diminish them. 

165. The regiment is formed in echelon from any line forma- 
niation by the command : 1. On (such unit) in echelon, 2. MARCH. 
From column : 1. By the right in echelon of aquadrona (half regi- 
ments), 2. MARCH. 

This command determines the form of the echelon and the 
size of the units composing it. 

The designated unit becomes the directing echelon and fol- 
lows the commander, or moves in the direction Indicated by 
him, without change of formation. 

166. Being in echelon, to form line: 1. Line, 2. MARCH. 
Column is formed as from line formations. 

BOUTE COLUMN. 

167. The regiment is formed in route column at the com- 
uiands: 1. Route column, or on (such) squadron, route column, 
2. MARCH. The directing squadron (or the squadron desig- 
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nated) breaks into route column behind tlie colonel; the 
others follow in route column at 12 yards. The leader of 
the rear platoon of each squadron rides in rear of the right 
file. To form cH)lumn of platoons: 1. Column of platoons, 2. 
MARCH. The leading squadron forms column; the other 
squadrons close successively and then form column. 

LINE OF PLATOON COLUMNS OR LINE OB COLUMN OF SQUADRON 

MASSES. 

16«. In the different formations of the regiment, in line 
or in echelons, the squadrons may be formed in line of platoon 
columns or in squadron mass, or the regiment may be formed 
in column of squadron masses. In column of squadron masses 
the distance between squadrons is 12 yards, unless otherwise 
indicated by the colonel. Officers and file closers reduce their 
distance from the ranlis accordingly. 

In line of platoon columns the squadrons are placed as in 
line formation; in line of squadron masses the squadrons In 
mass are at intervals of 12 yards. 

The line of platoon columns (or the line of squadron 
masses) favors deployment to the front and is advantageous 
in utilizing the small folds of the terrain ; however, it is not 
favorable to a deployment to a fiank and is more vulnerable 
to artillery fire than line of squadron columns or extended and 
echeloned formations. The column of squadron masses is used 
for concentration in a sheltered position. 

The regiment marching in line of platoon columns (or squad- 
ron masses) ground may be gained to the right by the com- 
mand: 1. Squadrons, right turn, 2. MARCH. 

THE RALLY. 

169. The rally of the regiment is executed in line, accord- 
ing to the principles prescribed for the squadron. 

The squadron which arrives first behind the colonel becomes 
the base squadron ; the others echelon themselves to its right 
and left. 

THE ASSEMBLY. 

170. The assembly of the regiment is in mass and is exe- 
cuted at the command : ASSEMBLE, according to the principles 
prescribed for the squadron. 
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THE GHABOE. 

171. The regiment executes the charge, conforming in a 
general manner to what is prescribed in the Schools of the 
Squadron and of the Platoon. 

The outlined enemy is placed under the direction of an 
oflacer. 

172. The regiment marching in line, at the regulation gallop, 
sabers drawn, the colonel commands: TO ATTACK. The 
squadrons take the extended gallop and the directing squadron 
closes on the colonel who takes position on the left of the 
captain. The officers and noncommissioned officers accom- 
panying the colonel place themselves on his left. The other 
squadrons conform to the principles prescribed for the School 
of the Squadron and support the directing squadron as closely 
as possible. 

At the command: CHARGE, repeated by all the officers and 
men, the squadrons launch themselves straight to the front 
and charge home. 

The command: RALLY, is repeated by the officers. 

The squadrons are rallied in rear of the colonel. 

The squadron nearest to the colonel becomes the nucleus of 
the rally. It is of the utmost importance at this moment of 
the action to form, as quickly as possible, a unit In compact 
order so as to make or parry a new attack. 

EXTENDED ORDER. 

173. The formation of the regiment least vulnerable to 
artillery fire is a line of columns or echelons of columns with 
large intervals, moving at a rapid gait. 

To cross ground without cover and exposed to Infantry fire, 
or to move from cover to cover, the colonel may throw for- 
ward the squadrons successively, in open order, the squadrons 
halting and reforming behind each cover. 

The colonel indicates to the squadrons the Interval or the 
distance which must separate them, and to the directiog 
squadron the objective, the gait, and the formation (which 
may be In extended order). The other squadrons follow the 
example of the directing squadron, but the captains may 
modii^ their formation according to circumstances. 
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This expedient of taking extended order should under no 
circumstances be employed If the regiment is menaced by an 
attack from cavalry. 

REGIMENTAL EXERCISES. 

174. The regiment should be exercised: 

1. In moving and maneuvering at the extended gallop. 

2. In executing change of formation combined with a change 
of direction. 

3. In passing from one movement to another before the first 
is completed. 

4. In ploying or deploying, protected by cover, without re- 
gard to regulation formations, intervals, or distances, in such 
a manner as to remain concealed or to execute a sudden 
attack from behind a crest. 

Such movements executed, if necessary, without gaining 
ground to the front, may be useful under special circum- 
stances to economize time or space, or when we wish to act 
by surprise. 

5. In crossing at an extended gallop, by platoons or squads, 
in single or double rank, ground assumed to be swept by fire, 
and in rallying at one or several points of cover selected in 
advance. 

6. In filtering in these formations across covered and wooded 
terrain, and in rallying under these same conditions. 

7. In rapid separation of squadrons to diminish effect of 
artillery fire. 

8. In dismounted combat. 

9. In the use of machine guns in combination with the regi- 
ment in its various forms of action. 

DISMOUNTED ACTION. 

175. The regiment acting alone engages the necessaiy num- 
ber of squadrons; one or more squadrons may be held as a 
mounted reserve. 

The led horses should be as near to their respective squad- 
rons as circumstances will permit ; be under cover from sight 
and fire of the enemy ; maintain their relative positions with 
reference to dismounted units on the line; be so faced cs to 
permit of the quickest possible movement towards the skir- 
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mishers ; and be under the effective protection of the reserves. 
For this purpose the officer in charge of the led horses of 
the command will make the necessary dispositions, keeping 
constantly in touch with the commander of the dismounted 
line and making the necessary preparations for rapid move- 
ment of the led horses. 

The reconnaissance is made by the colonel, accompanied by 
the field officers, and the machine-gun commander. The com- 
bat groups dismounted are formed, engaged, and are again 
mounted on the principles prescribed in the School of the 
Squadron. 

The regiment constitutes a force of sufficient size to be able 
to maneuver with success by combining to a certain extent 
fire action and mounted attack. The division into half regi- 
ments or into squadrons lends itself to this combination. 

The regiment, in connection with other troops, may be called 
upon to engage all its squadrons dismounted. 

EMPLOYMENT OF THE BEGIMENT. 

176. Careful training in maneuvering in fighting formation 
is essential, for only those formations that have been con- 
stantly practiced are useful in war. Such training has for its 
object the preparation of the regiment for the different rAles 
which it may be called upon to fulfill, whether acting alone or 
with other troops. 

In these regulations it is possible to set forth general prin- 
ciples only; the application will vpry with each particular 
case. 

It is the duty of the colonel to vary the hypotheses and to 
place his regiment in the different situations in which it might 
be found in a campaign. 

The regiment Is above all the cavalry unit of attack; It 
combines the conditions of mobility and cohesion, indispensa- 
ble to success in mounted action. 

It may be formed into an attacking line and a reserve, or 
into combat groups. A squadron may be employed for flank 
attack or as a flank guard. 

It may operate alone or as a part of a larger unit, or It may 
be combined with troops of all arms. 

It seeks decisive results by dismounted action when motmted 
action alone would not obtain them. 
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THE REGIMENT ACTING ALONE — MABCHES — UTILIZATION OF THE 

TERRAIN. 

177. When at a distance from the enemy, the regiment 
marches on the road or across country under cover of an ad- 
vance guard or of scouting patrols. 

On nearing the enemy the approach formations should be 
adapted to the terrain and to the end in view. 

The double column, making use of echelons and opening and 
closing at will, permits the regiment to take advantage of 
cover and utilize the avenues of approach. 

In open country, where they are exposed to surprise by fire, 
the double column and the column of platoons are to be 
avoided. The regiment then uses open formations; echeloned 
or extended line of columns, echelons, extended order. 

COMBAT PATROLS. 

178. During the approach march, the regiment covers itself 
to the front, rear, and on Its flanks by combat patrols. 

They operate with a variable radius of action, according to 
the terrain, and are constantly in touch with the regiment 

They continue in observation in the direction which has been 
indicated to them or on the flanks which they are ordered to 
I>rotect. They warn the colonel of all attacks or of any move- 
ments of the enemy, so as to give him time to make his dispo- 
sitions. They continue their service of security during the 
entire duration of the action. 

GROUND SCOUTS. 

179. Besides the ground scouts who ride in advance of each 
squadron, the colonel may have the regiment preceded at a 
greater distance by a group of scouts operating under the 
supervision of an oflicer. Their movements, signs, and signals 
let the colonel know the diflSculties presented by the terrain 
and permit him to take up, in ample time, the necessary for- 
mations to pass around or to cross these obstacles. 

RECONNAISSANCE OF THE ENEMY. 

180. Under cover of the security patrols the colonel goes 
in advance of his troops in order to observe for himself the 
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enemy and the terrain, and thus determine the preliminaries 
of the combat. 

The regiment remains in touch with him, ready to execute 
his orders and to join him. 

ATTACK AGAINST CAVALRY. 

181. In cavalry encounters, the colonel should seek to reach 
the most vulnerable point of the adversary, particularly his 
flanks, and to concentrate his greatest efforts on the chosen 
point of attack. 

The habitual formation for the attack comprises an attack- 
ing line and a reserve, the former containing the greater part 
of the force. 

Another fraction may, when necessary, be ordered to 
maneuver so as to support the attack. 

The advance guard, if it has not joined the main body before 
the attack, may be called upon to perform one or the other of 
these r61es. 

The machine-gun platoon may be used in this action as a 
pivot for the movement or disposed on the flank so as to 
cover possible rallying points with its flre. It should never 
be so placed that its flre will be masked by the advance of the 
attacking line. 

FLANK GUABDS — OFFENSIVE FLANK QBOUPS. 

182. The unit designated for flank attack or flank guard 
should be detached from the flank involved. 

When attacking in a formation other than echelons, the 
captain commanding a squadron on an unsupported flank may, 
upon his own initiative, detach a flank guard. 

ATTACKS AGAINST INFANTRY AND ARTILLERY. 

183. The regiment conforms to the principles set forth in 
the School of the Squadron. 

THE REGIMENT IN THE BRIGADE. 

184. The regiment as part of a larger unit devotes itself to 
the rAle assigned, or which falls to it, in the course of the 
action, conforming to the principles previously laid down. 
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When the regiment is placed on a flank, the colonel on his 
own Initiative, when specific orders are lacking, assures the 
protection of this flank and the observation of the neighbor- 
ing zone. 

THE BEGIMENT IN COMBINATION WITH TROOPS OF AXL ASMS. 

185. A regiment attached to a command composed of all 
arms, scouts and fulfllls the various missions which are in- 
trusted to it by the commander. 

When it has gained contact it reconnoiters the enemy's posi- 
tion or his movements. 

At the same time it masks and protects the staff officers in 
their reconnaissance, the advance guard and the battalions of 
the flrst line in their deployment, and the batteries going into 
position ; and opposes any enterprises of the hostile cavalry. 

As soon as the advance guard has deployed and the artil- 
lery has gone into position, the regiment withdraws from the 
front and takes position on one of the flanks. 

During the engagement the regiment is charged with ex- 
ploration and security at a distance from the flanks, keeps in 
view the movements of the enemy, and opposes his enter- 
prises — as, for instance, turning movements. The regimental 
commander maintains constant communication with the com- 
mander of the entire force. 

On the flanks, the regiment cooperates in the attack by turn- 
ing the enemy's flank; it pushes forward combat groups to 
take in flank or rear the enemy already engaged; it seeks to 
surprise his artillery, etc. 

In the line between other bodies of troops it is held ready 
to support the infantry attacks, to intervene by squadrons or 
half regiments whenever a favorable opportunity presents 
itself, and, in particular, to take advantage of and complete 
the partial successes of the infantry attacks, being careful not 
to mask the fire of the attacking line. 

If hostile cavalry in superior numbers prevents the execu- 
tion of its various missions, it maneuvers so as to draw this 
cavalry under infantry fire. 

The enemy repulsed, the regiment takes up the pursuit, 
seeking to overlap his flank. 

In case of a reverse the cavalry sacrifices itself to cover the 
retreat of the other troops. 
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The colonel must not hesitate to utilize dismounted fire 
action when that will hest secure results, keeping in mind the 
mounted rdle that his r^ment may be called upon to per- 
form, and the necessity that may arise for a gallop to a new 
position. 

186. In instruction, each exercise should have a tactical 
object and be based on a simple and clearly defined hypothesia. 

It should always be terminated by an explanation of the 
means employed and a criticism of the execution. 

The different arms are represented by troopers carrying 
pennants of different colors. An officer commands and has 
the necessary noncommissioned officers as assistants. 

In general, yellow represents cavalry; blue represents in- 
fantry; red represents artillery. 

Four markers, boot to boot (as a set of fours), represent a 
squadron in column. 

Four markers, with intervals of 12 yards, represent a squad- 
ron in line. 

The markers serve first as fixed objective; later, they are 
given liberty of movement. 



THE BRIGADE. 

187. A brigade Is composed of two regiments and a battery 
of horse artillery. 

It Is employed alone or as part of a cavalry division. 

The Brigade Alone. 
(Plates XXV to XXX.) 

FORMATIONS OF ASSEMBLY, 

188. The assembly of the brigade is made: 
In line of double columns. 

In line of masses. 

In column of masses. 

It may be formed with variable distances aind intervals. 
The assembly is made under cover from the observation and 
fire of the enemy. The service of security guards against 
surprise. 

THE ROUTE MARCH, 

189. The brigade marches in route like the regiment; the 
distance between regiments varies according to circumstances. 

When the ground will permit, the column of platoons may 
be employed with advantage to reduce the depth of the 
brigade. 

FORMATIONS OF MARCH OR MANEUVER. 

190. The formations in line of masses or in column of masses 
with variable intervals and distances serve to move the bri- 
gade under cover from one point of assembly to another. 
They are prohibited as maneuver formations on account of 
their vulnerability. 

The maneuver formations are: 

The line of double columns, with greater or less intervals. 

The double column. 

The line of columns. 

The echelon formations. 
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COMMAND — DEVOLUTIONS. 

191. The general leads the brigade by placing himself at 
the distance of a squadron front in advance of the colonel of 
the directing regiment. He goes wherever he thinks his pres- 
ence is necessary ; if need be, the colonel of the directing regi- 
ment or some designated officer talses his place in leading the 
brigade. 

The general's orders are transmitted by agents of communi- 
cation ; as a rule each regiment detaches for this purpose an 
officer and a trumpeter. 

The evolutions of the regiments in the brigade are similar 
to those of the squadrons in the regiment. 

When the brigade is in any line formation, the general des- 
ignates the directing unit. The colonel of the regiment to 
which this unit belongs follows at a distance of squadron 
front behind the general. The colonel of the other regimait 
places himself in front of the squadron on his interior flank. 

Before giving orders for deployment, the general should, 
whenever possible, put the brigade into an open formation. 
When the brigade is in column, the second regiment in form- 
ing line takes its place on the left of the first; however, the 
general can indicate to it to move up on the right or to the 
right and left by half regiments. The first regiment faces 
the objective and deploys; the second regiment uncovers itself 
by increasing the gait, and deploys when it has the necessary 
interval ; it follows at first in echelons, then comes up on the 
line. 
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FORMATIONS OF APPROACH. 

192. The most appropriate formations for the approach are 
the double column and the echelon formations. The brigade 
being in double column : OM THE FIRST HALF REGIMENT, BY 
THE LEFT FORM ECHELON. The general may direct the half 
regiments to form in mass. 

The double column allows the brigade to take advantage 
of inequalities of the terrain and to pass rapidly to an open 
formation. The brigade being in double column : FIRST REGI- 
MENT IN LINE OF COLUMNS; SECOND REGIMENT BY THE 
RIGHT AND LEFT IN ECHELONS OF HALF REGIMENTS, 

The echelon formations have the advantages of both shallow 
and deep formations, they allow the units to be engaged suc- 
cessively, and admit of immediate deployment in all directions. 
The flexibility of their march and the fluidity of the movement 
of the echelons lend themselves to advancing or refusing a 
flank and are especially suited to combined action of combat 
groups. 

The brigade echelons are usually of half regiments; they 
may be of regiments; they are formed on the indication: 
ON SUCH REGIMENT, or, ON SUCH HALF REGIMENT, IN ECHE- 
LONS; or, BY THE RIGHT, IN ECHELONS, as indicated in the 
School of the Regiment. 

The general indicates to the leading unit the formation to 
take, the direction, and the gait; the other echelons regulate 
on the leading echelon. 

The Intervals and distances separating the echelons should 
be such as to permit of rapid deployment forward, In an 
oblique direction, or to the flank ; however, when the deploy- 
ment is to be made to the front, the general may reduce the 
distances so as to increase the cohesion and force of the 
attack. 

If the deployment is to be made obliquely, the general di- 
rects the leading echelon so as to face the objective before 
giving the command for the deployment. 

In case of surprise, the general leads out and deploys the 
echelon most favorably placed to attack; the others support 
the attack. 

COMBAT. 

193, The brigade in action conforms to the principles laid 
down in — 
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